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* FE TE R the executioun of Maiſter Iohn 
xello miniſter of Spot(weiibelouit reder) 
my purpois was not to haue put in writ ye co 
feſsioun of his horribilt offence, quhilk he 
maid ypon the Scaffald, not lang befoir his _ 
ſufferring,and wald rather haue wiſsit(for my 
awin part) the memoriethereof to haue bene 
buryit,than be ony mannis induftrieand/lau- 
bouris ſa wickit exempill continuit to;yepo- 
ſeritie.. For I was maiſt aſſurit that his godly 
and vnfeynit repentanceg had ſa blottix furth. 
the memorie of his .offehce from ye hartis of 
| all fic thar feiris God, that my pea culd ferue 
na thing towardis thame, bot to ingraft greter 
dolour and lamentatioun in thair hartis. And. 
| as forthe wickit [ did eſylic perfaifthair har=- 
| tis fa obſtinatly indurit aganis ye wudgementis 
| of God, that howſaeuer] wryte the treuth - 
ſuld be exponit be yame in A” moc- 
kage. Quhilk thing albeit I was aſlucit of, 2it © 
did I neuer ſuſpeR , that ony of the vngodly; 
and enemeis of the treuth ſuld fa'faraban-. 
{doun his awin corruptit conſcience,as to miſe . 
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report the haill- procedingis of this mater im> 
vther Natiovnis, and thereby to traduce the. 
vndoutit treuth of Chrittis Evangell, . And 
thairfoir quhen it:come to my knawledge,yat 
ſtndric of the poyſonit ſcR of the Antichriſt, 
had nor only writtin in vther countreis of yis 
wii FEPHGE We alwayis filence of his ynfey + 
nit and erviſt repentance, but lykewiſe by di- 
uers licetious and vngodly Picuris laubourit 
ro withdraw. ye {impill fro Godis obedience, 
& [rreverently ſpak of the ſeruandis of God, / 
1 thocht tt my dewtic to oppone myſelf vnto 
thair maift yngodly and blaſphemous calum- 
neis,and to jntren; the matcr planely as it was 
that yai to quhais ciris the rumour of yis fact 
ſuld-cum' micht be'ye better informit to with 


| Randtthe wickitnes of thame quhais principal 


cair is that God in his word may be diſhono- 


'rit. Nether do-1\a wryte to this intent that 
albeit-hislyfe had bene wickit, and contznuit 
ſa-ro the end,that the puritic of Godis treuth 
culd have bene thairby defylit, na mair than 


ye traterous defectioun of Judas culd mak ye 


word of lyfe vnſauerie to yame quha con Jp 


fir Icſus-ro be the Sone of the Everlaſting 
God, Bor that eueric ane may enderſtid, yas 
fie exempillis as thay abuſe to. mantene ſuper 
Kitioun lervis cheifly to the aduancement of || - 
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GoJis glorie. For this wald IMeirneat ony of 
rhzme, gifthay be abill ro mak thair profite 
farther of this Tragedie, then Saran him felt; 
quhais counſellis he his godly reperance was 
confoundit,and ye pray quhilk he had'in ane 
| maner deuorit be Godis prouydece preſeruit 
fron his tyrannie, gif God dilapoinrit ye Fa-- 
ther of Iniquitie, how can his children ere& 
this baner to ye maatenice of his Kingdome? 
Bot that the trevth may the mair euidently_. 
appeir,T will ſchortlie comprehend the Con- 
felSioun'quhilk he maid befoir his ſufferring, 
in preſence of the haill pepillthan aſſe nbillic * 
'ofter he had maid his prayer humblic ro Go1 
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___ - Maiſter Iohne Kells vpoa-the Scaffuld, 
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\ F..c O not meruell in ory. wayis to ſe ſic ane 
'A malticude of pepill aſſ-mbilic at-this pre» 
ſem,ro'behald the infortunat Tragedie of yis 
"my wretchit lyfe. For the cace is rair, 24d {a- 
wing the gude prouydence of God to be ad- 
myrit, and wounderit,yatT being ye creature 
"of God fuld have attemprit ro remuif yelyfe 
' from thame in quhome God had plantit-his 
. 8win image:bcing anc huſband ſuld vamerci- 
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in my awin fleſhe, bot cheifly being ane Mi- 
niſter of Godis word, ſuſd haif fa far bene ca- 
ryit captive be the temptatioun of the wickit 


Spreit, as to diſhonour Godis rreuth be my 


horribill iniquitie, and procure that the ene- 
meis of the Euangel with oppin mouthis ſuld 


| blaſpheme Godis eternal veritie.For I perſaif 


at y1s tyme c6uenit an greit multitude,quhair 
of ſum Idout not from the bottome of thair 
hart dois lament and beuail my eſtait, & callis 
to God erneltly to continew the gift of re- 


| pentance with me. Vtheris ar aſſembillit to 


gelt and mok, not ſa mekill at me,as at ye E- 
uangell,quhilk I(allace)ane vnworthy Mini- 
ſter, bes befoir preichit vnto the pepill. And 


in deig, all prajs alwayis appertening to God, 


I was brocht vp from my zouth in exerciſe of 
Jeirning,and imployit my mynde ſa diligent- 
lie to tae meditation of vertew, that I was not 
eltemit in rhe leiſt ſort of them that did mini- 
ſer Godis'vord into this Realme. And be- 


-cauz my firſt ingres in the Kirk of God was 
 vnfeynitly, & without hypocreſie to ſer furth 


his godly Name, I haue that aſſurance in his 
zit he fall not leif me deſtiture of ci \ Fortune 
the end. Bot this I wald recommend:ynto.e- 
ueric ane he my exempill, that ze melure.no 


- mercyis, that albeit he hes ſufferit me to fall, 


the treuth of Godis word altogidder be the 
' lyuis of fic as at appoyntit Paſtoris ouer zow. 
For thay beir the ſelf ſame fleſhe of corrupti- 
oun that ze do,and the mair godly ye charge 
15 quhairinto thay ar callic, the reddyer is the 
enemieto draw thame bak from Godis obe- 
"'dience. And the treuth is, that I my ſelf had 
nat only the teſtimenic of ane trew preicher 
in the countreis quhair [ did trauell, bot lyk- 
viſe of ane finceir and vncorruptit conuerſa- 
tioun, Nether was thair ony of my vocatioun 
vithin this Realme of Scatland that deteſtit 
mair from his hart, & publicly in ye chair of 
treuth the abhominahill murtheris'of Harte 
- STEWART King of this land, and my 
Lord Regent laitly murtherit, deelaring out 
of rhe buik of God that the plaigis ſuld neuer 
ceis quhill the land war purgit, and the inue- 
_ teris, coſpyreris, pertakeris, proponit ane pub- | 
lite exempill of Godis ſcueir [udgementis. 
Bot now (allace) rhe committeris thereof wil 
haue me in thair mouth far ane patroun. 
Quiet meruell is it will thay ſay yat ane vail 
yelcheſ1, brocht vp in pleſuris,had nor ye feir 
of God befoir hir eyis, quhen ane Miniſter 
not of ſmalleſt reputatioun hes ſa treſpaiSit. 
- Wald to God that as yai ar prompt, to ſpeik 
| of my fall,ſo my repentance to God,and c6- 
\ Ewet=0- a A. lj, 3% 
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ſefcieun of my offence mycht ſa Jyuelic tuich; 
tham, that the appeirand yengeance of God; 
be humiliatioun of thair hartis micht bere-, 
- mouit from this commoun welth. ForI wald; | 


| that ze ſuld vnderſtand, that I come not heip 
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compellit be na men,nouther apprehendit be: 
the luſtice , bot hauing periwatioun. of frein- 
dis to faif my lyfe in ſum vther countrie, was. 
rather willing :o glorifie God in my deith,. 
then that my lyfe ſhould be anc opprobrig &; 
ſclander to' his treuth. | | 
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C Bot now becauſe I perſaif my voce is not 
abill to.{treiche.the ſelf vato the earis of the 
multitude heir:conuenir, I will be content to: 
Jeif ane fchort memoriall '2ganis my ſelf of 
my avin offence. For as concerning ye vther 
quhairofI am ſclanderit, I tak God and kis 
Kagellis wirn els:s In ye cOtraric, yat nouther. 
had Tony ingres in the wickit practiſes of the 
Magiciens,nouther was farther curyqus to-vn 
deritand thi God had manifeſtit in his word; 
Bot as concerning the cryme, I do not deny, 
bor maiſt ynnaturally'T pat hands in hir quha 
at natyme had geuin me ony. iuſt caus of of- 
ſence: for war 17 poſtibill, yat ye cours of my 
age micht be renewir,8& ye time ſpent brocht 
bak agane, yair is na fleſh I wald rather chyſe | 
to be allocjat with in mariage than hir 5 
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ther did ony vtherthing muif me to this vie 
_kir-interpryſe, bot the continual] ſuggeſtioun 
of the wickit Sprite to aduance my ſelf far= 
"ther, & fartherir, ye warld, And yart zow Way 
. periaif the ground of this mater, I had farſt 
_ ance Jyrill prrnogs of mony in'my awin han- 
dis, quhilk L beltewir 1n Lynlithgow vpon. 
-Profite, and did wickitly reſſaif ſum ganis and 
filthie ocker thairby, ane thing ( allace) over. 
 mekill vir in this countrie. T his maner of de-: 
ling, Lendillit in me ane deſyre of auarice, 
guhilk' the Apoſtill Paull not, without caus. 
termit the ruit of all evill. And therefoir ef- 
| teracertane tyme that I had beſtowitinthe mw 
roun of Spot, I bocht ane portioun of land. | 
thair, for the quhilk I wedſet landis at Lyn= 
lichgow and contraRit farther det, Thenbcs 
ing diſapoyntit of the ordivar prouyſioun for 
preiching of the ward, and nor x cill intreric 
of thame quhais dewrtie was to haif takin cait 
for me;Tenterit in ane meruellous perplexitie 
of mynde, and oppingit anereddy windo to 
the temptatiounis of che enemie. For I reſſo- 
nit with my ſelf, yat being {ingill without ane 
partic I micht ye mair eſyljc ſpend ny tyM&s 
And nixt,un caceI wald marie thairefter L 
_. micht-june my ſelf with fic ane as ſud have 
] feindisin the countie to mantene mein MF 
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 poſſefcioun,and procure my farther aduanees 


ment. Thir was the gliſtering promitis quhair 


with Satan efter his accuſtomit maner, eludir 


my ſenſis, and preuaillit ſa far in my corruprit 
mynde, that the ſpace of fourtie dayis togid- 


der I did auait only vpon the oportunitie of 


tyme to put my wickit deſyre in executioun, 
Zit ſum tymis having the commoditie offerir, 
God ſtraik fic terroris in my hart, that h was 
not abill to perfurneis myne intent, Immed1. 


atlie thairefter I was veſyir with ſeiknes, and 
- greit diſeſis, quhilk I am aſſurit was the Meſ- 


fingeris of God , to muif my hart to his obe- 


.. dience. But that quhilk fuld have ſeruit to ah 
ſtrat my mynd from thecanſauit impierie, [ | 
.- abuſit maiſt wickitly to bring wy purpois ta 
 effeR. For vnder pretence of [eiknes | labou- 
Tit ſecreitly to haue takin hir away be poy- 


ſoun. And quhen I perſauit that the cleianes 
of hir ſtomok did reite that violence, I was 


alwayis preiſzit fordwart be the tempratioun 


of the enemie, til) T had performit that cruell 
fac with my handis aganis hir,quha in ye ve- 
rie deith culd not beleif [ buir hir ony euill 


- will, bot was glaid,as ſcho yan ſaid, to depart, 


-if hir deith culd do me outher vantange or 
pleſure, Bot the farther I do remembtrofhir 


- the mairintollerabill is ye burding ofmy dil- 


——3x; - By, wm ray AE ER ES. >» oo ig OR CBS .. ud 


bo (| 


Py 


4 


_ ane rumur of hir that ſcho was temptit terri- 
 billie jn the nicht, that it micht thairefter ap- 
- peir hir ſelf ro haue bene the Author & mur- 


 pleſure, quhilk notwithſtanding I laubounit | 
' by hypocriſie to haue cullourit. Forane cer- | 
: -tane ipace befoir bjr deith I did mak my Te- 
Namenr, and thairin appoyntit hir to have ys 


hail]. cajr of my geir and vpbringing of my 


' . children , that na man ſuld ſuſpe& me to be 
. . Author of that wickitnes quhilk I had conſa- 


uit, And immediatly befoir,did ſpred abrode 


therer ofhir awin ſelfe.. Lykwiſe efter I had 


- ſtranglit hir, T left ye keyis within and eſcha- 


pit by ane bak dur of my {tudie, quhilk was 


not accuſtomit to be oppinnit. And qultien ye | 

_ bruit did aryſe that ſcho had muctherit hir 

ſelf, for ye gude oppinioun quhilk euerie ane 
| had aſwcill of my docrineand conuerſationl, 
. maid na man to ſuſpe& my innocencie, | did 

feynze my ſelf only to be folilt for hir ſalua- 


tioun, and to diſpute with yame that come to 


comfort me,quhidder it war poſsibil yat ſcho 
. quha had pur handis iu hir ſe}f culd be vnder 
. the protectioun of God , and quhidderony 
man micht ſuppois that being vader ſaterri- 
- bull temptatioun ſcho culd anis ſob for Godis | 
j. Mercyis. And that my effeftioun to wardis hig. 
. might appeic the greicer, I did a far abuſe the 
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[ Iyche of n my : 2vin confiieice. jasto deny in 
Pioe termis thair was ane God quha ſufferrir 
2 innocent a crexture gif plice to the  teptatt 
oun and rage of Sathan. Quhilk thingis I paſ- 
fir about mailt craftcly ro conceil, zit 1 ye gude 
prouydencs of God did be lyriil and. lywll 
ring all chingis to licht, and meto that ac- 
.knawledge of my awin offence, that I deſyre 
na thing mair vader God then to be ſeparate 
fathe contagioun of this wickit fleſche, ia 
the quhilk I haue ſa offendit God,and diſho- 
nourit his name. And in deid thair was not 
mall ſupport in the mouth of ſum faich full 
'brethrene to bring me to this Confeltioun'dF 
.my awin offence. Bor abuif all, Maifter Andro | 
 Symſone Miniſter of Dunbar, did ſa lyuclie 
Type furth the inwart cognatiounis of myne | 
..hart,and diſcouer my mynd fa planelie. , that 
1 perſ\ wadit my ſelf God ſpak in him,and be- 
Aydis- ther Notabill conieQuris quhilk he 
re wy deducit befoir my eyis,he rememberir 
me of ane dreime, quhilk in my greit eiknes 
|| did appeirandly preſent the ſolf. Brother 
|| (ſaid he) I'doremember quhen [ velyir'2 20'w 
| |. InTyme of zour ſciknes, ze did oppin to me 
- this) vifioan , that ze war caryit be ane grym 
-man befoir the face of ane terribiil Fudge,: d 


' ro ef _ his furie zc did precipitat ZOUF = 
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[. ane deip River, quben his Angellis & mef- - 
firgeris d:d follow zow with twa edgit ſwor- 
'dis. And ever quhe thay ſtruik at zow,ze did 
| *declyneand Iouk in the watter, quhill in the 
| endbcanc way vrknawin tozow ze did ef 
*chaip. This'vifioun I do ſa interpreit,yat ze 
ar the Author 2zour ſclt of this cruell murthe 
| then confauit in zour hart, and zear caryit \. 
"befoir ye rerribill Iudgmentis of Ged in zour 
a vin conſcience quhilk now ſtandis in Gods 
preſence to accuſe zow, the Meſcingeris of. 
God 1s the Iuſtice of the countrie, befoir the - 
euhilk ze ſall be preſentit,the wattrer quhair= | 
-in ze ſtuid, is that vaine Hypocrific of 'zour | 
'awin, and feynzcit blaſpheming of Godis: 
"Name, quhairby 2e purpois to cuJiour zour 
' impictic,zour delyuecrance ſall be ſþirituall, 
For albeit ze have vtherwyſe deſervit,zitged 
| fall pullzow furth of the bandis of Sathan, & 
. caus zow confes zcur oftence'to his glorie, & 
_ confuſioun of the enemie. Nouther do'zein 
' ony wyſe diſtruſt in Godis promyſis, for zow 
{all find na fin almarſt commitrit be ye repro- 
' bar, bot ze all find the children of Godto 
| Have Fallin in the lyke, And zit the ſame mer- 
eyis of God abydis zow , gif from zour hart 
- xzeacknawledge zour offence, and defytis at 
_ God pardoun, At this ryme did God mui | 


# 
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my hart to acknawledge the horror of myne: 
awin offence, and how far Sathan had obtenir 
victorie ouer me. Bur as the fleſche is cairfull 
of the ſelf, I diſcuriit within my awin hart 
quhart thing rathereſt to'do for my releif, of 
the quhilkis twa neceſfsiteis occurrit, outher 
to abandoun this countrie, or to remaine. Gif 
T left thec ountrie and acceptit the deith vpo 
me, I ſuld leif in perpetuall terror, and haue 
the mark of Cain vpon mequhair ſa euer I 
weat, beſydis that I ſuld leif ane perpetuall 
infamic vp6 ye Kirk of God, quhairof befcir 
I was comptit ane member albeit vaworthy. 
So did I conclude to remaine. Burt heir had-[ 
thebattell mair ſtrong with my Tclf. ForT. 
thocht to haue difimulit my ta befoir the. - 
' warld. Anddid enter in this argument, that 
| ſufficientit was to acknawledge my offence. - 
| befoir God, nouther was it neceſlair to pub- 
lIiſche my awin ſchame befoir men,and did a. 
flatter my ſelf with this reaſoun quhill at laſt. 
Quhart and [ be preſentit kefoir ane Fudge, : 
quhair Confeſsioun of the treuth fall be re-. - 
quyrit? SallInot only leif in murther, bot- 
heip fan vpon fin, and conferme my dampna-: 
tioun witch periuric? Sall the luif of this wret= 
chit, lyſfe {a ſchuit the durris of my hart, that: 


1 fall ncuer returne ynfeynzeitly towardis PF | fr: 
Ker rene ramen wean 


| Eubilk Chriſt the Sone of God gaifhis lyfe? 


od forbid , and fa did I conclude my ſelf to | 


mak publi& confeſsioun of my offence, & to 
preſent me to reſſaif puniſchement,qubilk c3 
ot be ſufficietly imaginit for my deſeruings. 


nd in deid this far I do witnes, that I was 


uidetly trubillit 8&-diſeſit not only in mynd, 
otin body alſo, ever quhill I reſoluit with 
- y.ſelfto tak this iourney in hand, And ſen 
yne I haif bene at fic reſt of baith, yat I am at 


. uyetnes with God in my conſcience. And 


es fic ſtrenth of body as I had not this lang 


ytmhe ago. Now-brethrene, ze hauc hard the * 
onfeſcioun of my offence, & I deſyreeuerie- 
ne of zow that is Criſtianis in Gods name te” 
orgif me of yat ſclander quhilk I have raiſtie - 
>e my wickit cxempill, Eſpecially zow, bre- --: 
'Fhrene, quha ar callic to be.preicheris of his -. 


oRSall I miſerabill creature leif ane immor © 
all ſclander vpon the Kirk of God, forthe 


Ut 


yord , quhais doQrine and laubouris Sathan  - 


2ad. Jaubourit in me for to euert. Bot praifir 
. be God hes takin in his awin craft, Andfa ' 
ar do I traiſt in his mercyis;thatT fall be cog © 


amang his elec, quhais namis ar writtip in 
e buik of lyfe. Deſycing zow all ro incall 


1 


| race with me to tac cad, 


rneſtty vpon God to contigewy his fauour & 
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CThis being en dit,he proſtrate him ſelf 'v- 
pon his face, and maid fa godly a prayer that 
maid cueric ane ro murne. Firlt confefzing yat 
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God was anc juſt God , quha had reveillithis 


offence to the warld, delyring lykwife that 
rhe innocent murtheris c6mitrit befoir micht 
be manifeſtir, and the land purgit fr6 blude: 
Nixt he confelsit him to be ane God of mer. 
cy, quha wald not ſuffer this blot ro ly ypon 
his Kirk, nouther him ſelf'm the end'to be 0 


nercum be Sathan, And thairfoir humblie de+ 
-Fyrit for Chriſtis ſaik to be refſauirin Godis 
-. fauour,that the dripnes of Godis gudnes 


©, 


.-.micht be knawin co pas the haill ini» 
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quitie of man. And {a efter con- 
— Nant Confeſsionn' of Godis' 
_- mereyis , andincoling of | 


... his Name, he zeildir- 
the "Sprite in the 
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